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The Next Thing,

tAfter reading this, ought to be
order given to your newsdealer for
Tue Sunpay JourNan, 44 pages
of the best newspaper literature and
pictures for 3 cents,

an

One Thousand Lives Reported Lost and Many Million Dol-
lars’ Worth of Property Destroyed by the Triple
Attack of Wind, Water and Flames:

Buildings Blown Down, Trains Derailed, Steamers Sent to the
Bottom of the Mississippi. River and Destruction
Spread in Every Direction.

East Span of the Famous Eads Bridge, the Immense Grand Stand at Sports-
men’s Park, the Great Crupples Building and the National, Tremont
and Martell Hotels in East St. Louis Partially or

Wholly Demolished.

ALL TELEGRAPH WIRE DOWN AND THE CITY PLUNGED IN DARKNESS.

Dead and Injured More Than Taxed the Capacity of the Morgue and the City Hospitals—Armories
and Private Houses Opened to:Receive the Unfortunate Victims—Narrow Escaps of
the Racegoers at Sportsmen’s Park—Steamer Delaphin Broken in Two
and Four of Her Crew Drowned—Poor House, with

At 6:15 o'clock last evening the tele-
graph offices of this city suddenly lost
all communication with 8t. Louis. At
first it was Imagined that a severs
storm might have prostrated the wireés,
b1.11. no ldea was entertained of any-
thing more grave than the temporary
lack of news facilities,

After an hour's silence, however, bul-
letins # to come in from Cincin-
ngfl, Chlt."lll_ . Springfleld and Decatur,
beariug -.tho.’"atp;gi.u g information that
St. Louis had been swept by 's cyclone
which had mot only levelled all means
of telegraphic communication, but had
wreckad Rast 8t. Loul, killed an army
af people and tt'u'ned the city into a
geene of desolation and mourning.

Toward midnight a single wire from
8t. Louls was obtalned, and the story
of ruin end havoe was begun, but even
that wire failed, and only an incom-

plete story was obtalnable.

BL. Louls, May 27.—A eyclone, the equnl
of wihich lg vaknown In the history of this
" eountry, striwek this elty shortly after B
o'clock this afternoon, killing, aecording to
the lntest estlmate, 1,000 people and wreck-
Ing soine of the largest structares In the
West. -

The enst wing of the famoons Eads Bridge
over the Mississippi, the lmmense grond-
stand at Spon.gmﬂnn‘ Park, the great Cnp-

pleés Bulllivg, fourteen storles high, In 8Bt |

Lowis, are wholy of partlally destroyed.
The woman's portlon of the jall has been
wreclked, £

The storm speat Its greatest fury at
Bast St, Louls, 8o 'far as I8 known the
National Hotel, Tremont House, Martell
House, De Walfe Cafe, Huazel Milling Com-
piny's nilll, Harmes-Cooper shop, and a
hundred or morz smaller pbulldings east of
there baye been wrecked, with many killed
el Injurad,  The round hounse of the Bal-
timore and Ohlo and Vandalln Roads, the
Bast §t, Louls and Crescent Elevators, the
Standard Ol Works and o dozen frefght
bouses along the I‘[’N have also been de-
malished., '

Many Steamers Sunlk.

According to the latest réports the Grund
Republie nnd several more pleasure stenm-
ers, with all on bgatd were sunk in the
Misslssippl, and practically nH the steamers
and other boats along the levee have gone
down. e N 3

The Waters and i';lnrge oll works are now
burning, and a number of bulldings In
various portlons of the clty are In flames,

The Morgue ls now. uearly full, ret the
dead are belng brought in every minute,
The City Hospltal hns been full for an
hour, dnd the Infured are now belhg taken
to private bouses and ohurches. The elty
ia now in totnl darkness, and every wire,
batll telegraph and telephone, has falled.

3 The Storm's Fury,

At 5:20 p. m, the clouds thnt had cov-
pred the oty slnes noon broke lite a
furions. storm.  Within fen minutes the
wind renched a velocity of elghty nilles dn
bk, swesplilg With it dense wives of valn,
The  bighest spoed of  wind  previously

redorded hire was 72 mileg an hour, )
August, 1878 The sereeching of the wind |

DUEH, elootrle wites, the crash of dobels
vers diveetion sud tlie electric flushes

1,200 Inmates, in Flames.

Fast St Lonls suffered probably the
greatest.  Messengers come ot T p, m, from
there, nsking for physiclatis and nurses.

The steamer D. H, Plke, with thirty pas-
seéngers on board, hound for I-'gorl.u‘. WHA
BLlown bottom side up In the middle of the
river and o number of persons on board
were Elllad,

Steamer Broken in Two,

The steamer Delaphin, with a crew of six
and with twenty women pASSengers on
hoard, was blown agalust a bridge pler and
broken In two, The women pnd. two of

the orew clung to the bridge stonewyork and |

wers rescned,

‘Thao steamer Libble Conger. with Captain |

Henmnn, big wife aud threeof ncrew ahoard,
wont adeift. The wreok of & boat opposite
Carondelet is supposed to be thls steamer
Conger,

Ottened's farniture store at Broadway and
Soulard, was demolished and slx men are
reported killed. A saloon at No. 604 South
Seventh street fell with nine men In the
roins.

The Poorhonse in Flames

8t. Patrick’s Church, nt 8ixth and Blddle
streats, fell and, the delirls fllg the strects,

1 The electric ruilway line is burnad out,| =

a8 well as the electrie plant. Fourteen fire
dlarois were sonnded within an howr, aund
three alnrms were sent' in from the Poor-
house, which bullding has 1,200 Inmates,
The roof of the Poorbhouse was blown off
and the fatmlitles are great.

During the last race at the Falr Grounds |

the roof was blown off ths grand stand.
The erowd had gone to the open fleld for
sufety, nnd but fonr man were killed.

The armory, at Seventesnth and Pine
streefs, 1g belng used as a temporary hos-
pital. At T:30 p. m: tha raln, which hnd
cenged for a time, began afresh, and fell
I torrents” At 8 o'clock the Enstern sky
was dflame with the light of fires In BEast
St. Louls,

Pusvenger Traln Overtnrned,

The metal roof of the Merchunt's Bx-
change was. rolled up like o seroll and o1l
into the street. The Loulsville & Nashyllle
east-bound locnl passenger triln had Just
reached Iast Bt. Lovis when the storm
struck that cliy. The traln was overtuened,
but only a few pussengers were Injured.
They were tiken from the ears by raflvead
yiundmen. -

The Chicago & AltoRt enst-bonnd loeal pas-
senger train. which left 8t. Louls at §
o'clock, was on the‘east span ef the hridge
when the wind picked the ears up and
turned them. over on thplr sldes. The lron
spang and frosses held the cars from 'tu";a-
pling inte the river. one hundred fest be-
low. ' .

The passengers were thrown ioto a con-
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Oil Works, Rast St. Louls Wire . Nall
Works, tith Crescont Blevator, Hesel Ele-
vator, al} froight depots and stores and
residences on ‘St Clalr avenue, -

talned’ from surrounding Towns jn
western and mortliern’ portions of Miksourd,

$1,000,000 and the fire 18 -still mglog,
The Famous Eads Dridge,

The bridge which was: partinlly wrecked
by the tornado was the fimous Eads bridge,

At 0 o'cloek fo-nlght o word can be ol
Ehs

bt It 18 fenred thng the loss of life in thosy
seetions wiil be veny lurge.. The damage o,
property In St Louls . Is estimited “dr

the -Tilluols shore to the Relay Depot in
HEnst 8t. Louls,

“When' the plans for the bridge were pub-
'I‘Inh_qrgl_;a_m} thie wmk‘(tsr:od Eoglish as well
ns ﬁwdun eapital wus shy, and the ma-

,'\’(;ﬂb' af the ‘enginesrs. of both cogntried
d not heslinte o stute thnt the projector,

| Bads, was ingane,.
| Capital Was Securcd.

The Bidldng of)lt, however, mesnt the
rianing of ithroogh tealds from the Easat
10 the thon undeveloped West, and capitni
was found. July 4, 1574, the Dridge wns
formally opened. There were prebent men
from all parts of the worlfl, and Ingineers

bullt by James B. Bads, an enginesr, who
» ~

Reproduced from Leslle's Tllustrated:

THE FAIR GROUND GRAND STAND AND RAGE TRACK AT ST. LOUIS.

fusedl mass.. The network of wires made
resene difffieult and dangerons, but it Is
thpught a1l will he got out uninjured. The
enst span of the bridge Is so badly wrecked
that it wili take three deys to repair it so
that tmins may pass over.
mmnn Raging Beyond Control.
The reports of fatalities in Enst St Lonis
are hourly Inereasing, It Is lmpossible to
orosg the bridge or river to get partieulars.
Lightning struck the Smodard Ol works
and Names were soon pouring  fron: a
dozen bulldings. The Flre Department was
utterly rrnw:eﬂma to cope with the con-
fAagration, aod It is feared that nedarvly the
entire business and n grest portion of the
regidence ‘sectlon willl  be destroyed by
finies if not already demolished by the
wind. e~
Among the prinelpal bulldings already fu
ruing are the Natlonal Flotel, the Standasi

find galned a reputation by constrneting
the gunbonts nsed on the Mississippl River
during thé olvll war, In 18680 the hridge
was started, at an éstimated cost of $0.000,-
0. It was bullt ln three spans, set upon
four plers resting on the rock bottom of
the river more than 120 feet below the
:l_t:rl':u:e. : \ "

The spans of the brldge wera BL féet
long, with the exception of the centre
span, which was 520 feet. The entrance to
the approach by railvoad from fhe St. Lonis
slde was through & tunnel o mile long, ex-
tanding from the: Unlon Depot at Twelfth
and Market streets nlong Bighth street to
Washington avenue, at the foot of which
wtreet the St. Louis end of the bridge was
tocated. i

The spproach on the Tllinols dde was

nearly a mile long, extending from where
the 1ngt pler whs sunk at the beginning of

from varlovs polnts gathered to wateh the
expected collapee,

When the bridge had stood the test of
several hundeed loaded frelight' eass It
WhE pronounced the grestest plece of en-
gineering work-of the nlnetésnth ceéntury.
The investment of the smount regquived to
bulld It, howdvér, was Never realized upon
by the original gtockholders, who were sold
otit ‘tnder a mortgage. h ‘

The bridge was the feeler of St Lonls
and every raliroad wes It Its mercy.  Sey-
eri] yenrs after Me completion the bridge
passed into the ocoutrol of the late 'Jny
Gould, Tn 1802 the merchants' bridge was
ercoted; because of the excessive  tolls
chiurged by the Gould people.  The Jast
nund bridge was erected at’ the north end
of the clty and tonnected St Louls with
the town of Madisen, IlI. Iis Interests were

__'Tl'm end: of the brldge demolished by the

:ﬁnuTiy pooled with thut of the Ends bridge.

eyclone was the approach leading from t]:;t'.
last pler in East 8t. Louls to the Relay
Rallrong doimr. This structure was of Iron
and wood and bullt upon A decline of about
80 fect to the mile. Tt crossed the Tall-
road frelght honses of Mast St Louls, run-
ning over housetops, and owlng to the bot-
tom: lands was at several points more than
100 feet above the gronnd.

The bridge Is érosssi]l By trdlloy oats,
whieh run on the wazon road econstrnoted
above ‘the raliroal tracks, The superstruc-
ture of the heldge appronch npon which the
electric onrs run Is built of wood and {ron,
and was considgred strong enough to last
for nges.™

Enst St, Louls,

East Bi. Louls, which was s0 ‘be\dlr dam-
aged by the evelone, ls essentlally a wil-
road fowh, Befme the buliding of the
Ends bridge, the onstern’ approroh of wh.k-h
wna destroyed, 1t was the terminal of every
riullroad from the Bast to the West. It wns
the centre of the pork and sheep killing In-
dastry, and wos regarded as a boom thwn.
The place confalns a population of 18,000,
and Is spread out over an nrea of several
miles. The lnnd 18 low and the town s
protested by dykes upon every side. The
water front I8 glven over to the rallroad
lnterests, some sixteen roads having thelr
frelght depots along the frst street off the
river.

Striching back for a mile to the Enst
the town I8 n network of switches and
tracks. That portion of It not oecupled
by the rallronds ls iaken up by Cahokla
Creek, a stropm s latge as 4 river at
times, and during high water a lnke several
miles wide.

The residence portion of the town com.
mences nearly a mile from the river, and
is buiit upon ground but o few feet higher
than the lanll iying about Cahokla Creek.
The relay depot, where eongines are
chianged. and which Is the terminal of the
Eads Bridge, Is the beghining of the resl-
dence portlon of the town. The Martell
House s the Jeading hotel, near the rail-
rond depot. Tt I8 a | threc-story frame
structure, with a verands ronuing across
the front. It wis a stopplng place for
travelers and an eating house for rallvoad
men.  Its trade was principally transient,
and It @il not contsin over forty rooms.
It was bullt nlongside of the bLackwaters
of Cahokin Creek, and upon piles deiven
to a_ rock bottom. = s o

Great Rallway Round-House,

The round-house of the Baitimore & Ohlo

|18 known ns the southern end of the islnnd,
a portlon of Kagt 8t. Loulg, on necount of
| Cahokin Creek, belng an lsland. 1t was the
ordinary vound-house ut tho end of o di-

| Ratlroad, which was demolished, I8 ot what |

vislon of the road, but on account of the
lmmrase businese at the terminal, was al
wars filled with engines, both pagsenges
and frelght. It was considecably Inrget
than I_lm avernge round-house, dnd was
built a few yeors ago to asccommodate the
engines of two divislons when the Baltl-
mare & Oblo lengthensd Its divisions by
redueing thelr number, .

The Veudalia round-house was situnted g’
mile above ihe Baltimore & Oblo rounds
honge, and sbout a quarter of a mile lf’o\“e
the eastern end of the Bridge. 1t was large
enough to hold fifty engines, snd at the
honr the eyclone strock It was full of the
best engines In the Westorn country,

The Enst 8t. Lovls and Crescent elevators
were eltunted upon the -viver bank st the
southern ond of the town, and were factors
in the gremt grain Indastry of the West
They werg necessible Altke 55 Ml spa
wator, nnd barges Iaden with gealn wern
shipped from them to New Orlpans, snd
from there to Buarope. They wers erected
lesg tham ten yoears ngo, and were seversl
bundred feet high, equlpped on the plin
of the great elevators of the Northwest,
and usad for grain storage by the United
Elévator Company, a syadicate of mep-
chants Interested in the grein trade. Tha
cost of the two stroctures was over $1.000=

000,
Damage In St. Louls.

That portion of St. Louls in which the
erclone plnyed the most havoe ls 'rhlt_ Is
known as the 011 MU Creek Valler.

The Copples, which wus partinlly de-
strayed, was a brick and granite block 0
feet by anbout 850 1o depth. Tt was built
to  accommodate the wholesale giodery
trade of the olity. It was seven storles
ligh ana was four blocks from the old St
Laouls Unlon depot, being on the corger of
Grand and Poplar streeis. It was con=
sldeted one of the strongest bualldings In
the West, and was fire-proof. -Abong
twelve wholesale grocers’ rallrasd switches
run through the cenfre of the bullding wnd
trelght ‘was loaded from the doots of the
‘lhbuses Into cars.

Across (he strest fram the Cupples boildk
ing was the Natlonal, 8 cheap hotel, cone
talning nbont one hundréd rooms, Jt wis
nlso wrecked, -

The Plaht Milling Company was In tus
same  nelghtiorhood, further toward the
river an (Cliotean avenue,

The Standard’ OIl Company's works,
known as the Waters-Plorce Ol Company™s
works, were sltuated on I*‘ourteenth._amm.'
nesr Chotean avense. The tompany’s plant
at this polnt cobslste of several large

gallons of oll,

Five years ago one tank was burned and
o large quantity of the oll wius floited Into
the sewers. A few doys lster the gax gen-
ernted by the oll blew dp the Chotean ave
une sewer from the river to Fourteenth
Bt 18 270 i

The RHumor by a Race Wire,

Cincianatl, Ohlo, Msy 27—A  eport
renchivd this olty this afternoen ‘thaf the
grand stand at the St Louls Falr Grounds,
where races are now belng held, was
blown down and many people killed and

wires of the Western Unlon Telegraph

that p eyelone hnd struek the race course
and had demolished the grand stand, kil
log many people. Then communicatlon was

that all wires lefding oot of St. Louls b’
besn torn down by the storm,
Sad News to Ratlvoad Men,
Spriugheld, I, May 27—Reporis repolh
tiere this evenlug of a terrible e;clan'o ll

Alton, due here at B p. o, wos blown ﬂm:
the tracks nat Mst.’unl- and all the

| tanks, with a capacity 'of many milllons of

imjured. The report chme over the rios -

Company, The bare bulietiy was regelved.

suddenly ent, and information esmp luter:

“East St Lowls, It s defitried thit the northe.
'bound. passenger truln on the Chleags &

i



